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CALENDAR OF
EVENTS
Monday, November 26 at 10 a.m.—The
Hanging of the Greens
Sunday, December 2 - First Sunday of
Advent—Poinsettias go on sale.

Monday, December 24 - Christmas Eve Services
5:00 p.m.
Candlelight Service music led by Rev. Douglas
Boldt and the Chancel Choir
Tuesday, December 25 - Christmas Day
12 noon
Christmas Day Service music led by the
Elevate Team - Come As You Are Pajama
Party! Children’s Church will not meet. We will
still have treats and goodies for all children
attending.

Sunday, December 9 at 4 p.m. “Season
of Joy’ Choir Cantata followed by the
Annual Tamalda and Silent Auction.
Saturday, December 15 and Sunday,
December 16 from 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. –The
North Pole Village

O COME LET US
ADORE HIM...

Sunday, December 16 - Blood Drive
Monday, December 17 at 7 p.m. “Baby, it’s Cold Outside” Elevate
CHRISTmas Concert featuring special
musical guest artists.

Christmas
Eve &
Christmas
Day Worship

A Note for Parents
We will not have Kid’s Night OUT in
December. Childcare will not be available for
our Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services.
This will allow our Nursery staff to be with their
families and it will allow for children to be with
their families in worship. Children and infants
are ALWAYS welcome in our worship services
at Oxford. We will have Christmas activity bags
prepared for the children who attend Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services. Our lovely
cry room is always available for sleepy babies
or nursing moms. A special thank you to Mrs.
Rosana Orr and our Nursery staff for doing such
a wonderful job caring and nurturing our
children all year long.

STAFF CHRISTMAS GIFTS
During the Christmas season of giving, the
Staff-Parish Relations Committee hopes our
members will remember the Oxford Staff
with a monetary gift. The staff works hard
all year to keep us all informed, runs and
leads programs, provides music, reaches
out to the community, provides spiritual
guidance and help, and takes care of the
campus and buildings. There will be a box
in the Narthex through December 16 for
your gifts. Please place your gift in an
envelope and put it in the box, bring it by
the church, or give it to one of the SPRC
committee members.
Thanks from The Oxford UMC S.P.R.C.
(Staff Parish Relations Committee)

Church Office Holiday Hours
The Church office will be closed Wednesday, December 26 through Tuesday, January 1.

December Birthdays
Shaun Slater
Kelly Grace Shovelton
Pastor Juan Cantu
Gary Barr
Jeffrey Davis
Joanie Sedgwick
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Beverly Davis
Audrey Howard
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If we missed your Birthday, please send your birthday
info to michelle@oxfordumc.org
The Next Birthday Bash is Sunday, December 30!

Come have a slice of cake!

A Special Happy Birthday to
Audrey Howard who
celebrates her birthday on
December 31! Audrey
faithfully sends out birthday
cards to all of our members
all year long. Thank you for
your ministry, Audrey.

Charge Conference
We invite all church leaders to be present for
our Charge Conference on Sunday, January 6
at 3:30 p.m. All members of church council
and staff are to be in attendance. Our District
Superintendent will be here with us.

Reflections from Pastor Doug
I’m not a big fan of t-shirts, it’s just not my style. I suppose I’m alright with ones that boast a favorite sports team or
beloved state or vacation spot, but definitely not ones with a message, you know the ones that lure the spectator into
staring at your shirt until the complete statement is read. Now I don’t mind if you wear those shirts, indeed it makes
for interesting reading on my part, but don’t expect me to reciprocate. Again, it’s just not my style. At least it wasn’t
until….
Like everything else now in life, Teri found it on line, and as soon as she told me about it, I immediately replied, “Alright, for the first time in my life, I’ve to get that.” It would be my debut, make a statement t-shirt. And what
was this bold message, you ask? In large letters, it read, “I’m a music teacher -- it’s like a normal teacher, only way
cooler!” I rest my case.
The only problem was, when and where would I premiere this show stopping tog? Again not being one for tshirts, and normally priding myself on wearing a tie to work every day, I needed the “just right” occasion. Then it hit
me -- aha! Field day was coming up – perfect! On that day all the teachers helped out with the games, and essentially
the entire elementary school – teachers and students alike – would see the shirt, and naturally I would be the talk of the
day, and probably make national news because of it all. Another first, never before in history had I ever been excited
about field day….
Then the day came. Like a child I simply couldn’t wait, I was quivering with anticipation. Now also on this
day, a dress code rule for teachers was suspended, thus allowing us to wear shorts if we so desired, so I found the perfect pair to go with my treasured shirt. And of course being outside all morning, it only made sense for me to wear a
baseball cap to protect my balding head, and don some sunglasses too. So after putting on my tennis shoes (another
rather unusual clothing item for me), I stood in front of the mirror, and simply beamed with pride. I modeled the outfit
for Teri, and she appropriately oo’d and ah’d more like a mother rather than a wife; she was equally proud for my big
day! And when I arrived at school, and literally throughout the day, I puffed my chest out for all to see, lest they miss
the hilarious message. I was so impressed with myself.
Fast forward to the end of the day. Upon arriving home, I walked through the door, and Teri, rather than her
usual greeting, blurted out expectantly, “well what did they say? Did everyone absolutely love your shirt?”
Well….here’s how it is my dear, and I explained. No. Not one single person – no teacher, no student, no administrator, no custodian, no parent – even so much as acknowledged my shirt. I am not even kidding. My hopes had been
dashed…
However, on the other hand, there was this bit of rather unexpected news: without one iota of exaggeration, at
the very least (remember, this is the absolute truth) no less than 25 people (students, teachers, etc.) said some variation
of, “wow, Mr. Boldt, I didn’t recognize you with a hat on!” “Hey, Mr. Boldt is that you? Wasn’t sure with those cool
shades!” Or, “Whoa, Mr. B, rockin’ those shorts!” There was even some speculation as to why the absence of my usual tie. The shirt experience was a bust. Haven’t worn it since….
What we want people to see, and what actually captures their attention are often two very different things. As
we approach this holiday season, we think the world will be impressed with our endless pageantry, concerts, worship
services, and yuletide décor. But mark my words my friends, like my shirt, I absolutely guarantee they will look right
past it all. They won’t even notice it. The “world” (namely Macy’s and the public schools) does all that stuff and then
some, and probably does a better job, quite frankly. No, instead what they will see, and be impressed with is that
which is out of the ordinary, that which is real, and not manufactured. What they will see are the details of your life
that are in some way different than the phony world we live in.
In other words, you can wear a shirt that says “I believe in the Christ of Christmas” or you can live the
Christ of Christmas. They won’t even glance at the shirt, but they’ll take a second look at the other…..

Pray for ...
Our World
Our service men & women
Our nation & its leaders
Our Bishop & all clergy
Oxford UMC
Kairos Ministry
Shepherd Ministry
Stephen Ministry
The Residents of The Heights
Meals on Wheels clients

Ongoing prayer list:
Jimbo Frazier
Michele Frazier
Ernie Garibay
Robison family
Janie and Israel Garcia
Lyle and Glenice Rosdahl
Elda Flores
Melissa Alayli and family
Family protection from exfamily members
John
David Sygeel
Joanne Sygeel
Jason Fenstad
Ruth Martinez
Erika Jones
Helen Taulbee
Janet Haby
Ruth del Cueto
Fred and Susan Mayfield
Henrietta Cervantes
David Cervantes
Sharane Stanley
Dennis and Sue Moses
Nancy Kaminsky-Miyagi
Ray Davis
Matthew
Baby Logan McCall
Barbara Maxwell
Alicia Herrera
Linda Persyn
Audrey Howard
Olga Nava
Jose Moya

Military Prayer List
Pray for Our Troops
Active Military: Andy Bravo, Jeff Davis,
Josue “Rudy” Garza, Damian, Mendez, Arturo Longoria Jr., Roland Riley,
Sarah Garibay, Peter Cortez, Kevin
Rodriguez, Shane Shovelton

“We wish to thank everyone
for their prayers for my daughter-in-law Lilly Robinson and
prayers for her family. So many
people praying, helping with
meals, and supporting us with
cards and just being there for
us. I had thought that God
had taken someone very precious away from us, but He left
something just was precious:
People we know and strangers
who also supported us.
God bless you all.”
John, John Andrew, Ian and
Helen Robinson

Dear Church Family,
We want to thank everyone
for their condolences, thoughts
and prayers at the passing of
our mother, Margaret
Ivens. The love and caring
shared by all has
greatly aided us through this
time of loss.
We will be celebrating
Mom's life with an informal
gathering on Friday, December
7th, which would be her 102nd
birthday. This will take place
from 2pm to 4pm at
The Cottages on Danny Kaye,
5962 Danny Kaye,
San Antonio.
We would love to have our
church family and friends join us
for this time of remembrance
and celebration.
Sincerely,
Billy & Gina Ivens

To receive the weekly Prayer List
in your inbox, please send an
email to
prayerchain@oxfordumc.org

Blood Drive
Give the gift of life on Sunday,
December 16! Anyone who is 16
years old and weighs 120
pounds (with parental consent
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of members and friends who
have passed away this year will
be read while candles are lit and
a bell is tolled. We invite all who
have lost a loved one this year to
be here for this special worship
service.

NORTH POLE VILLAGE STATIONS—Sign up to serve!
JACK FROST LIBRARY
ELVES’ WORKSHOP
RUDY’S PET SHOP
VILLAGE PIZZERIA
POST OFFICE
FIRE STATION
CHURCH / NATIVITY
VILLAGE CINEMA
CHRISTMAS CAFE
CENTER STAGE
TRAIL OF WONDER
SANTA’s PHOTO SHOP
VILLAGE ELVES’ CONSTRUCTION COMPANY
KRIS KRINGLE MARKET

WE ARE COLLECTING NEW AND/OR GENTLY USED STUFFED
ANIMALS FOR THE CHILDREN TO ADOPT FROM SANTA
CLAUS!

Worship
Attendance

ELEVAtE CHRISTmas
Concert
“Baby, It’s Cold Outside”
You’re invited to come experience the sounds of
the Christmas season brought to you by the
Elevate Worship Team, Pat and Michelle Carey’s
band “p.m. soul” along with other special guest
musical artists jazz crooner Ken Slavin, and jazz vocalists Jacqueline Sotelo! More guest artists to be
announced!!!
This free Christmas concert will be on
Monday, December 17 at 7 p.m.
Our theme “Baby, It’s Cold Outside” is loosely
based on the holiday jazz tune. More importantly,
it is our theme because we are collecting gloves,
scarves, and winter hats for the brothers and sisters
who come to our food pantry. We also accept
items for the pantry as “admission” to this FREE
concert!

Nov 25, 2018
Nov 25, 2018

Contemporary Worship…..86
Traditional Worship…..91

Nov 18, 2018
Nov 18, 2018

Contemporary Worship…..98
Traditional Worship…..95

Nov 11, 2018
Nov 11, 2018

Contemporary Worship…..79
Traditional Worship…..106

Nov 4, 2018
Nov 4, 2018

Contemporary Worship…..84
Traditional Worship…..93

Employment Opportunity
Posted November 1, 2018.
Oxford is seeking candidates for
the position of Youth Director.
This is a part-time position.
All applications/resumes/ inquiries must be made by Dec. 20,
2018.
The employment start date for
this position is January 1, 2019.
Please email all applications
and/or resumes to
jobs@oxfordumc.org
For more information, visit our
website at www.oxfordumc.org

POINSETTIAS
Poinsettias go on sale
“SOON and VERY
SOON”…..December 2!
Purchase one in honor or memory of a loved
one. The cost per plant is $14.
The poinsettias will be here by Cantata Sunday!

Christmas Cantata

SILENT AUCTION ITEMS
STILL NEEDED
We are now collecting items for our Annual Silent
Auction to be held on Sunday, December 9 at
The Annual Tamalada. If you have any NEW item
(s) that you are not using or no longer need, we
will be glad to take them off your hands! Also, if
you know of a business that can make a donation let us know. To make a donation or if you
have any questions please contact Sandra Peterson at 367-7967 or sandra@oxfordumc.org Thank
You! Bring the items you wish to donate to the
church office or contact Sandra Peterson for
more info at sandra@oxfordumc.org

CANTATA AND
TAMALADA
Oxford’s Tamalada and Silent Auction will be
held on Sunday, December 9 following the
Annual Christmas Cantata. Our Cantata will be
presented by the Chancel Choir at 4 p.m. Those
who attend the Cantata can then enjoy
delicious tamales and shop for items at the Silent Auction in the De King Fellowship Center
Gym. We will have a guest appearance by
“Mariachi Infinito!” Please make plans to attend
and invite a friend.

Oxford UMC Chancel
Choir presents
“Season of Joy”
Sunday, December 9
At 4 p.m.

Make plans to attend and invite a friend!

Oxford United Methodist Church
9739 Huebner Road
San Antonio, TX. 78240
210-696-0192

www.oxfordumc.org

CHURCH STAFF
Pastor
Rev. Juan Cantu, Jr. revcantu@oxfordumc.org
Director of Programming & Communications
Michelle Garibay-Carey michelle@oxfordumc.org

Program Ministry Assistant
Teri A. Boldt teri@oxfordumc.org

Traditional Music Director
Douglas Boldt doug@oxfordumc.org
Facility Manager
Sandra Peterson sandra@oxfordumc.org
Custodian
Jose Moya

Contemporary Music Director
Pat Carey pat@oxfordumc.org
Mother’s Day Out Director and Nursery Coordinator
Rosana Orr mdo@oxfordumc.org
Youth Ministry
Janie Rose Alejandro, Interim youth@oxfordumc.org

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
Traditional Worship at 9:15 am
Sunday School for all ages at 10:30 am

ELEVATE Contemporary Worship at 11:30 am
Children’s Church at 11:30 am
O Positive Youth at 1:00 pm

