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Ladies Winter Tea
Ladies, mark your calendars for Saturday, January 13 from 1 pm—3 pm! You are invited to come
enjoy a delightful afternoon filled with wonderful
friends and delicious teas, sandwiches, scones
and fabulous desserts! Please sign-up to host a
table or to attend. Visit the sign up in the narthex
this Sunday. For more information contact Teri
Boldt.

The Tuesday Women’s Bible
Study will kick off on Tuesday,
January 30 at 10:30 a.m. The
class will meet in the Choir
Room. The Study is to be
announced. For more
information please contact
Diane Waldron.

Team Selection for
Women's Walk #3
Planning is underway for NWSA Women's Walk
#3, to be held May 17-20, 2018.
If you are interested in serving on the Conference Room Team including the Music Team,
please contact Maritha Tate
at teachtate@hotmail.com.
If interested in serving on the Outside Servant
Team, contact Rose Meade
at rmeade5584@aol.com or Gary Barr
at gjbarr@earthlink.net,
The NWSA Lay Team Service Form can be found
at http://nwsaemmaus.com/index.php/
documentsforms/. It will of course be... the Best
Walk Ever!

De Colores!
Chrissie Smith
Northwest S an Antonio E mmaus – Northwest S an Antonio
E mmaus

2018 Women’s Retreat
The 2018 Women’s Retreat is half full. If
you haven’t registered yet it only takes
$25 to hold your spot. The retreat will be
April 20-22 at the Haven River Inn in Comfort, TX. The cost per person is $200. Payments are being accepted now to relieve the burden of paying the whole
price up front.
During the women’s retreat you can expect to relax, laugh, sleep in a little, enjoy
great food and fellowship, meet new
friends, bond with your sisters in Christ,
and grow deeper in your relationship with
Jesus. Plus there is an opportunity for
shopping and sightseeing and plenty of
time to relax in a rocking chair on the
porch or laze around and read a book or
even take a nap!
For more information please contact Kristi
Forister in the office or Teri Boldt 210-2792030.

Become a C.E.O.

Our Annual Silent Auction raised $2,100.00!
Thank you to all who donated and to all
who made bids! Special thanks to Sandra
Peterson and Julie Thibodeaux for making
our Silent Auction so great again this year!

If you are not currently in a Sunday
School Class, we invite to join our newest
class “C.E.O.’s” which stands for
“Christians Educating Others.” This class is
geared for younger adults and more!
C.E.O.’s meet in the Family Life Center
every Sunday at 10:30 a.m. For more information, please contact Idaly Cantu at
830-556-8251.

Jerry Mason’s Sunday School Class ‘The Followers’ were ‘on the move’ helping
Santa deliver gifts! Thanks to Ellin Howell organizing the project and the class for
all their donations that made this effort possible.”

YOUTH News

Pumpkin Patch Update
On behalf of the youth group and their sponsors we
would like to thank everybody that helped make this
year’s pumpkin patch youth
fundraiser a success. Total pumpkin sales were $31,807 and because we sold over
$31,000 in pumpkins we were able to keep 40% of the
profits. The youth received $12,723. This is a great start to our 2018 ministry year.
One of our trips will be a Spring Break trip to Camp Eagle in Rocksprings, TX in
March. We enjoy this camp because it is an adventure camp with rock climbing, zip lines, and a great swimming hole and because the worship and classes
we take teach us so much about our faith. We are also planning a mission trip to
Memphis in June 2018 and hopefully mission work in the Rockport area in early
2018. Again thank you for all of your help, support and prayers….we couldn’t
have done it without you!

Reflections from Pastor Doug
Before I had grandchildren, well, quite frankly I just didn’t get it. I would observe these grandparents
(the new ones seemed to be the worst), constantly pulling their phones out forcing friends, even innocent bystanders they didn’t know, to view unending snapshots of their grandbabies doing what appeared to me to be absolutely nothing. They would talk to their grandchildren in this syrupy high pitched voice, and continually praise
them for what appeared to me to be, again, absolutely nothing. But being the Oscar winning actor that I am, I
learned to feign excitement with such phrases as “Oooooo she’s SOOOO cute!” doing my best to match their falsetto tone, whenever I got trapped in the “proud grandparent” web – not an easy one to get out of, by the way.
The worst part of course was the ridiculous names they came up with for themselves – Meemaw, and Nana, and
Grandpop, and goodness knows what all. I would silently vow to myself, “if I ever have grandchildren, they will
only ever call me Grandpa….”
…..he calls me “Papa” and it’s the sweetest thing in the world. Indeed, all of that changed the day our
grandson was born. We have two beautiful grandchildren now, and if grandparenting could be compared to contracting a disease, you would easily say I’ve got the most severe case on record to date. I’m completely hopeless.
Without even realizing it at first, all those new grandparent quirks (the above being only a few of the many I noted), I suddenly was now doing to the extreme. There is simply no cure for this….
Brayden turned 4 years old last October and in so many ways, he is one of the greatest joys of my life. I
have often told Teri, I seriously think Brayden really is my best friend. We have shared many experiences together, but I’ve learned something over these last 4 years. While the bigger activities such as going to the “big
pool” and riding bikes and playing ball (yes, I even do that – I told you it was bad), are significant to him, I’ve
discovered something he enjoys doing even more than any of that.
One weekend while his mom and grandma were away, it was just him and me“batching” it and we had a
great time. I planned some of the bigger activities, but I still needed to get a few other things done. But whatever I was doing, he wanted to do that same thing. So as I was loading the dishwasher, I put him on a step stool at
the sink, filled it with soapy water and asked him to get some of the plastic bowls “extra clean.” I couldn’t pull
him away. It would only take me a minute to make that peanut butter and jelly sandwich, but he had to pull the
stepstool out again and be a part of the “cooking process.” I actually got quite a bit done, and he worked alongside of me every step of the way. He just wanted to be a part of my world. I honestly believe that’s what he enjoys most about our time together. And ironically, it costs absolutely nothing.
One day I had fixed Brayden and me some lunch, and he insisted that we eat out on the back deck and
both sit in the same chair – good thing I’m as small as I am. As we were enjoying our al fresco dining experience, a fly landed on our food. I waited until it landed again on the chair, then carefully lifted up the fly swatter
and brought the crisis to a close. Brayden still struggles with some of his speech, but without hesitation he said,
“tah-too papa!” (translation: thank you, papa!). All I could say in response was, “I love you Brayden!” It was
the all-time sweetest thing. I’ve got pictures right here to show you, come here, look at this…..
As you begin this new year, ponder something: God has given you a life to share. Someone needs you,
someone wants to be a part of your world. You don’t have to entertain them, or regale them with anything exciting, just share you. It may be a child, a neighbor, a coworker, a senior citizen, maybe someone you least expect,
but there’s someone out there that needs you. Open up your life to them. It’s a new year, and more than ever we
so desperately need each other.

Rev. Douglas C. Boldt

Sacrament of Holy Baptism
McKenna Emily Grace Carriker was baptized
on Sunday, December 31, 2017
Born : October 14, 2017
to Sarah Anne Carriker and Zachary Dillion
Gwin
Godparents: Sarah Amber Jackson
Megan Lee Wade

Congratulations Graduate!
Mia Patricia Carey received her Bachelor’s
Degree in Criminology and Criminal Justice
from Our Lady of the Lake University on
December 9, 2017. Mia is a faithful member of
the Elevate Praise Team and sings every Sunday at the 11:30 a.m. service. Congrats to Mia
on this wonderful accomplishment.
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Worship Attendance
December 3
9:15 a.m. ..111
11:30 a.m…85
Children’s Church ...10
Total …206
Sunday School ….48
December 10
9:15…155 (Cantata)
11:30 a.m...73
Children’s Church…12
Total …240
Sunday School did not meet due to
the Tamalada & Silent Auction

John 15:5
5

“I am the vine;
you are the
branches. If you
remain in me
and I in you, you
will bear much
fruit; apart from
me you can do
nothing.”

December 17
9:15 a.m. ..94
11:30 a.m….78
Children’s Church ...10
Total …182
Sunday School…31
December 24
9:15 a.m. ..83
11:30 a.m...71
6:00 p.m. ….130
Total …284
Sunday school...37
December 25
12 noon ….67
Total ……67

If we missed your Birthday this
month, please send your birthday
info to
michelle@oxfordumc.org
The January Birthday Bash will be
on Sunday, January 28 at 10:30
a.m.

Prayer List
Our World
Our service men & women
Our nation
Our Bishop and Clergy
Kairos Ministry
Shepherd Ministry
Stephen Ministry
The Residents of The Heights
Meals on Wheels clients

Ongoing Prayer List:

Brad & Angee Mason
Jackie Duke
Jimbo Frazier
Katie Forister
Michele Frazier
Ernie Garibay
Carl Taylor
Eloise Lindemann
Brian Flanner
Barbie Tarr
Barbara & Max Maxwell Margaret & Jerry Mason
Perla May
Janet Haby
Cathy Dean
Roberto Macias
Sue & Dennis Moses
Lillie Robinson
Larry Schaeff
Sara Bunch
Mary Gail Flake
Janie & Israel Garcia
Lyle & Glenice Rosdahl
Bonnie Wilcox
Ruth Martinez
Truselle McIntosh
Brittney

Joyce Dawson
Elda Flores
Karen & Patrick Scoles
Terry & Ralph Herrmann
Melissa Alayli
Josie Rodriquez
Evelyn Halliday
Olga Nava
Ruth del Cueto
Brandon Rivas

Pray for our Troops
Andy Bravo, Jeff Davis, Josue “Rudy” Garza,
John McCann, Zach Mullins, Alex Zavala,
Damian Mendez, Arturo Longoria Jr.,
Roland Riley, Sarah Garibay,
Peter Cortez, Kevin Rodriguez,
Shane Shovelton

Join the Prayer Chain
Join the Oxford Prayer Chain and receive weekly
emails! Contact Michelle Carey at
michelle@oxfordumc.org

“On behalf of my family and I, I would like to thank
everyone for their prayers, visits, cards and phone
calls/texts while I was in the hospital. The support of
my church family helped to keep my spirits lifted
while I spent Thanksgiving week in the hospital.
From my family to yours – thank you for all the
blessings you have given us!”
Kristi Forister
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CHURCH STAFF
Pastor
The Rev. Juan Cantu, Jr. revcantu@oxfordumc.org
Program & Communications Director
Michelle Garibay-Carey michelle@oxfordumc.org
Traditional Music Director
Douglas Boldt doug@oxfordumc.org

Facility Manager
Sandra Peterson sandra@oxfordumc.org

Youth Director and Program Assistant
Kristi Forister kristi@oxfordumc.org
Contemporary Music Director
Pat Carey pat@oxfordumc.org

Mother’s Day Out Director and Nursery Coordinator
Rosana Orr mdo@oxfordumc.org

Custodian
Jose Moya
Traditional Worship at 9:15 am
Sunday School for all ages at 10:30 am

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
ELEVATE Contemporary Worship at 11:30 am
O Positive Youth at 1:00 pm

OFFICE OPEN MONDAY-THURSDAY (CLOSED FRIDAYS)
MOTHERS’ DAY OUT - Tuesday and Thursday from 9 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

