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Lent and Holy Week Schedule
The 2018 Lenten Season at Oxford is filled with
opportunities to fellowship, study, pray, and worship. We hope you will join us.

Daylight Savings
Time begins on
Sunday, March 11.
Don’t forget to
“Spring Forward!”

Lenten Wednesdays
“Half Truths” Lenten Study led by Rev. Carl Taylor
4 p.m.
Study runs through March 21
“Finding Your Life’s Purpose” led by Rev. Shirley
Hill 6:30 p.m.
Study runs through March 21
Supper will be served at 5:30 each Wednesday.
Holy Week
March 25 - Palm Sunday
March 28 - Foot Washing Service 6:30 pm
March 29 - Maundy Thursday Communion Service
6:30 pm
March 30 - Good Friday 6:30 pm
March 31 - Easter Egg Hunt
April 1 - Easter Sunday
6:45 a.m. - Sunrise Service
9:15 a.m. - Traditional Service
11:30 a.m. - Elevate Service

Stephen Ministry News
Two new Stephen Ministers! Rene' Jacob
and Nancy Kaminsky-Miyagi are finishing
their extensive training towards being
commissioned Stephen Ministers.
Stephen Ministers are trained lay ministers to
walk one-on-one confidentially with those
who are going through a tough time. A
Stephen Minister will be a Christian care
giver who meets with a care receiver during
their grief in the death of someone special,
divorce, job loss, those dealing with a
troubled teen or spouse, illness or illness of a
family member. Stephen Ministers are not
counselors.
Oxford is fortunate to have a number of
skilled caring Stephen Ministers. However
we are in need of additional male ministers
since assignments are gender specific. Men
only have male ministers and women have
only female ministers. If you are interested in
becoming a Stephen Minister, have questions or think you might like to have a
Stephen Minister walk through a tough time
with you, please call the church or Bettie
Lee Wilson at 679-7373.
Join us as we welcome Nancy and Rene' as
Stephen Ministers in their commissioning at
both services on March 18.

SAVE THE DATE!
SAVE A LIFE!
Sunday, May 6th
9:15am – 1pm
In the parking lot

Church Council Meeting
March 26 at 6:30 p.m.

Seeking C.E.O.’s!
If you are not currently in a Sunday School Class,
we invite to join our newest class “C.E.O.’s”
which stands for “Christians Educating Others.”
This class is geared for younger adults and more!
C.E.O.’s meet in the Conference Room in the
Education Building every Sunday at 10:30 a.m.
For more information, please contact Idaly
Cantu at 830-556-8251.

Rummage Sale
News

Oxford’s Annual Rummage
Sale will be on Friday, May 4
from 9 am to 5 pm and on
Saturday, May 5 from 9 am to
3 pm. We are seeking volunteers, donations of
rummage and finer items for the boutique, as
well as hangers and shopping bags. There are
so many ways to participate, and we need your
help. It will be an amazing success! You may
bring your donated items to the church office.
For more information contact Sandra Peterson
at sandra@oxfordumc.org

Egg Stuffing Parties
We are seeking volunteers to help stuff egg for
this year’s Community-Wide Easter Egg Hunt
which will take place on Saturday, March 31!
Egg Stuffing Parties will be on Monday
afternoons at 1 pm beginning on March 5. We
are also seeking donations and volunteers for
the grand event! Please sign up in the narthex.
You may also bring in individually wrapped
candy and plastic eggs so we can fill up lots
and lots of them!!! We are planning to have an
even bigger and greater Egg Hunt this year!! Please consider coming to help us prepare. For
more info contact Teri Boldt or Michelle Carey in the church office.

YOUTH News
March 14-17: Camp Eagle Spring Break Retreat
The O+ youth group will be going to Camp Eagle in Rocksprings, TX
March 14-17. The cost per person is $170. Pumpkin patch credits
can be used to help pay for this trip. It is almost full, so if you would
like to register your student please contact the youth director
ASAP. This trip is open to all 6th-12th grade students and their friends.
This is an amazing camp! It is an adventure camp with zip lines,
rock climbing, rappelling, archery tag, waterfront activities and we learn so much about the
Bible and Jesus and how to defend our faith. Plus they provide very relevant worship for
today’s youth and…. did I mention the food is AMAZING!!!! The youth love going to Camp
Eagle. If your youth have never been, maybe this year they should give it a try…they just
might like it!

2018 Women’s
Retreat
April 20-22 at The Haven River Inn in
Comfort, TX. For more information contact
Teri Boldt at teri@oxfordumc.org

Reflections from Pastor Doug
It was the early 90’s and the coffee craze was
coming into its own and very much in full
bloom. Gone were the days of saying simply
“I’ll just have coffee.” No, now you ordered
lattes and cappuccinos, and didn’t think twice
about paying double the amount for this new
sophistication. And it came with its own lingo
too. It wasn’t non-fat anymore, it was now
“skinny” and don’t even think about expending
the enormous amount of verbal energy it would
take to say “whipped cream.” Just say, “whip.”
Didn’t you know that?
And I was completely caught up in it,
and still haven’t grown out of it. So you can
imagine my shock and delight when on a family road trip circa 1992 across the state of Montana I saw a small gas station with a convenience store in a tiny, remote town that boasted
“espresso” on a large sign out front. The fad
had reached the outer regions, and I declared
that there was now official hope for all of mankind. It was late afternoon, and after a long day
of travelling I entertained the possibility that
this was perhaps a mirage, but opted to chase
after the illusion anyway. I filled the car with
gas, and decided after paying for it I would indulge in my newfound vice.
Let’s just say that when I walked in the
store, it was not Starbucks. First of all there
was a line of approximately ten people waiting
to pay and the only worker was an elderly man
with a deep furrowed scowl on his face, and a
voice that sounded like possibly twelve packs a
day. And he didn’t talk. He barked. I pictured
myself saying, “and I would also like a mocha
cappuccino, hold the whip, but with extra chocolate sprinkles on top.” Definitely not. I was
scared to death just standing in line, wondering
if this was some sort of “Bates Motel” gimmick
set up to trap unsuspecting travelers from coffee drenched states like Oregon. Thankfully
selective memory has erased my actual
encounter with the crusty gas station worker,

and apparently I walked away unscathed, and
I’m still alive to tell the story. All I do remember is that I paid as quickly as I could and drove
away even faster.
Of course I don’t know the whole story
behind the addition of an espresso bar
(stretching the definition of such to fit the small
machine behind the counter) to this convenience store, but I think I can make a fairly educated guess. Someone heard about this whole
coffee explosion and decided this would be a
way to lure weary travelers into their business,
not to mention the fact that now they could portray a more up and coming, worldly look. But
here’s the angst: this was what society demanded, but it wasn’t who they truly were. In other
words, I’ll forgo who I am, and instead be what
you want me to be.
And there isn’t a soul among us that at
some point in their life hasn’t been caught in
this same dilemma. We live in the world of pop
culture, with overwhelming expectations to be
someone other than who we are. But it would
behoove us all to be reminded of the Psalmist
David’s words, “for you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s
womb. I praise you because I am fearfully and
wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I
know that full well.” (Psalm 139:13-14 NIV)
The question then should not be, “what
does the world expect me to be?” nor should we
even be asking “what do I want me to be?”
Ultimately the question we should be asking at
the beginning of every day is, “Lord, what do
YOU want me to be?” Rather than allowing
the world to influence us, how can we influence
the world around us, shining God’s light across
the path he has asked us to travel?
Is there an “espresso” sign hanging in
front your life? What should it say instead?
What is that God is calling you to offer this
world?

Rev. Douglas C. Boldt
Children’s Church Pastor
Oxford UMC Traditional Music Director

Mid-Week Lenten Activities
“Half Truths”
Rev. Carl Taylor is leading a Lenten Study on Adam
Hamilton's book "Half Truths." The classes are held on
Wednesday afternoons from 4 p.m. until 5:15 p.m. in the
classroom located in the gym. Classes will meet through
Wednesday, March 21. Make plans to attend.

Finding Your Life’s Purpose
A Five Week Class, taught by Rev. Shirley Hill
Wednesday evenings in Lent at 6:30 p.m.
Dates: February 21, 28, March 7, 14, 21

Wednesday Night Meals are
Back!

Join us at 5:30 p.m. for a delicious meal and
wonderful fellowship. Supper is served in the gym.
We will gather for supper through the season of
Lent. Please bring a friend!

Easter Calla Lilies
Easter Calla Lilies will be available for sale during Lent! You can purchase a
beautiful calla lily for $12 in loving memory or in honor of a loved one. Order
forms will be available in the Narthex. Please one order form per plant. The
Easter plants will align the chancel on Easter morning as we celebrate the Glory
of the Risen Christ.

Mary Bert
Yolanda Cantu
Ana Davis
Cheryl Daye
Andrew Del Cueto
Rick Dennis
Cecilia Garibay
Michelle Garibay-Carey
Ruth Heskew
Nancy Hodges
Mary Jenkins
Robert Jones
Janet La Vallee
Valerie Longoria
Dylan May
Martha Ormand
Glenice Rosdahl
Kimberly Shelburn
Beth Shovelton
Alicia Sisnero
Rita Snyder
Diane Waldron
Tom Wohlers
Anakin Work

3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3

12
22
10
3
10
3
2
25
9
4
11
20
11
19
11
15
19
26
16
25
7
18
15
12

Worship
Attendance
February 4
9:15 a.m. ..105
11:30 a.m...97
Children’s Church...13
Total …215
Sunday School ….47
February 11
9:15…92
11:30 a.m...91
Children’s Church did not meet.
Total …183
Sunday School…48
February 18
9:15 a.m. ..95
11:30 a.m….76
Children’s Church ...20
Other (Rockport Mission)….27
Total …218
Sunday School…43
February 25
9:15 a.m. ..103
11:30 a.m...90
Children’s Church…9
Total …202
Sunday school...50

If we missed your Birthday
this month, please send your
birthday info to
michelle@oxfordumc.org
The March Birthday Bash will
be on Sunday, March 25 at
10:30 a.m. in the Narthex.

Prayer List
Our World
Our service men & women
Our nation
Our Bishop and Clergy
Kairos Ministry
Shepherd Ministry
Stephen Ministry
The Residents of The Heights
Meals on Wheels clients

Pray for our Troops
Andy Bravo, Jeff Davis, Josue “Rudy” Garza,
John McCann, Zach Mullins, Damian
Mendez, Arturo Longoria Jr.,
Roland Riley, Sarah Garibay,
Peter Cortez, Kevin Rodriguez,
Shane Shovelton

Ongoing Prayer List:

Randy Jackson
Jackie Duke
Jimbo Frazier
Katie Forister
Michele Frazier
Ernie Garibay
Carl Taylor
Eloise Lindemann
Brian Flanner
Barbie Tarr
Barbara & Max Maxwell
Margaret & Jerry Mason
Perla May
Janet Haby
Cathy Dean
Roberto Macias
Sue & Dennis Moses
Lillie Robinson
Larry Schaeff
Sara Bunch
Mary Gail Flake
Janie & Israel Garcia
Lyle & Glenice Rosdahl
Bonnie Wilcox
Ruth Martinez
Truselle McIntosh
Brittney

Join the Prayer Chain
Join the Oxford Prayer Chain and receive weekly emails!
Contact Michelle Carey at michelle@oxfordumc.org

Passing in the Church
Oxford member Volney McKay passed
away on February 3, 2018. Mr. McKay
was rediing in Kerrville, Texas at the time
of his passing. A memorial service will
take place on a future date. Please pray
for Volney’s family and friends as they
grieve. We especially ask for prayers for
Volney’s daughter Pam Jones, her husband Dr. Bob Jones and family.

Welcome New Babies

Joyce Dawson
Elda Flores
Karen & Patrick Scoles
Terry & Ralph Herrmann
Melissa Alayli
Josie Rodriquez
Evelyn Halliday
Olga Nava
Ruth del Cueto
Carol May
Cheryl Daye
The people of Sutherland Springs Baptist Church

Congratulations to Randy & Lindsay
Beckmann on the birth of their baby son David (pictured right.)
David was born on Valentine’s Day.
We praise God for this amazing
blessing to the Beckmann family.
Baby VijayMithran was born on
January 29 to Sundar Ganesan and
Komaltha. We praise God for the
abundant blessings of these
precious babies born into our
congregation. The Oxford family is
blessed.

Oxford United Methodist Church
9739 Huebner Road
San Antonio, TX. 78240
210-696-0192

www.oxfordumc.org

CHURCH STAFF
Pastor
The Rev. Juan Cantu, Jr. revcantu@oxfordumc.org
Program & Communications Director
Michelle Garibay-Carey michelle@oxfordumc.org
Traditional Music Director
Douglas Boldt doug@oxfordumc.org
Program Ministry Assistant
Teri Boldt teri@oxfordumc.org
Custodian
Jose Moya

Youth Director
Kristi Forister kristi@oxfordumc.org
Contemporary Music Director
Pat Carey pat@oxfordumc.org
Mother’s Day Out Director and Nursery Coordinator
Rosana Orr mdo@oxfordumc.org
Facility Manager
Sandra Peterson sandra@oxfordumc.org

Traditional Worship at 9:15 am
Sunday School for all ages at 10:30 am

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
ELEVATE Contemporary Worship at 11:30 am
O Positive Youth at 1:00 pm

OFFICE OPEN MONDAY-THURSDAY (CLOSED FRIDAYS)
MOTHERS’ DAY OUT - Tuesday and Thursday from 9 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

